


TT who 


United States Magazine 


A 


ey ee ees Oe 


O 


Hiftory, Politics, and Literature. 


For 


NOVEMBER, 


9 


Bs AD ie SEF ee 


F 


1779:- 





P,A:R,)T,5,.C. UL A RS, 


Circular Letter from the Con- 
grefs of the United States of 
America to their Conftitu- 
ents, 448 

The Conftitution or Form of 
Government agreed to and 
refulved upon by the Dele- 
gates and Reprefeutatives of 
the Freeman of the feveral 
Counties and Corporations 
of Virginia. In a general 
Convention held at Willi- 
amsburgh, on the 6th of 


May, and continued by ad- 
journment to the sth of Ju- 
ly, 1776. 45% 
A Declaration of Rights, and 
the Conftitution and Form 
of Government, agreed to 


by the Delegates of Mary- 
land, in free and full Con- 
vention aflembled, at the 
City of Annapolis, the 14th 
of Auguft 1776. 455 
Thoughts on the Neceffity of 
War. Tranflated from the 
German, 472 
Singular Adventures of a Ger- 
man Princefs, Confort of 
Alexis, the unfortunate Son 
of the Czar Peter, the Great, 
474 
Poetical Effays, 

The Seat of Pleafure. A Can- 
ae)” 475 
Elegy. Toa young Lady, 476 
Cohtinuation of the Circular 
Letter, &c. 477 





PB.d. bie D £ LP R'E 
Printed and Sold by FRA NCIS BAILEY, in Market-Srreet 





Oe RR a 














448 A Circuiar Letter, Sc. 


Circular Letter from the Con- 
gress, Se. ~~ 


Continued from p. 438. 
AVING fhewn that there 


is no reafon to doubt the 

ability of the United States to 
pay their debt, let us next en- 
quire whether as much can be 
faid for their inclination. 

Under this head three things 
are tobe attended to: | | 

ift. Whether and in what 
manner the faith of the United 
States has been pledged for the 
redemption of their bills? 

2d. Whether they have put 
themfelves in a political capa- 
city to redeem them; and 

3d. Whether, admitting the 
two former propofitions, there 
is any reafon to apprehend a 
wanton violation of the public 
faith. 

ift. It muft be evident to e- 
very man who reads the journals 
of Congrefs, or looks at the 
face of one of their bills, that 
Congrefs have pledged the faith 
of their conftituents for the re- 
demption of them. And it muft 
be equally evident, not only 
that they had authority to do 
fo, but that their conftituents 
bave actually ratified their acts, 
by receiving their biils, pafling 
laws eftablifhing thejr currency, 
and punifhing thofe who coun- 
terfeit them. So that it may 
with truth be faid, that the 
people have pledged their faith 
for the redemption of them not 
only colleétively by their repre- 
fentatives, but individually. 

2d. Whether the United States 
have put themfelves in a politi- 
Ce} capacity toredgem their bills, 


\ 


is a queftion which calls for 


more full difcuflion. 


Our enemies, as well foreign 


as domettic, have laboured to 
raife doubts on this head. They 
argue that the confederation of 
the ftates remains yet to be per- 
fected ; that the union may be 
diffolved; Conprefs be abolifhed; 
and each ftate refuming its de- 
legated powers proceed in future 
to hold and exercife all the rights 
of fovereignty appertaining to 
an independent ftate. In fuch 
an event, fay they, the conti- 
nental bills of credit, created 
and fupported by the union, 
would die with it. This pofi- 
tion being aflumed, they next 
proceed to aflert this event to 
be provable, and in proof of it 
urge our divifions, our parties, 
our feparate interefts, diftiné 
manners, former prejudices, and 
many other arguments, equally 
laufible, and equally fallacious, 
.xamine this matter. 

For every purpofe effential to 
the defence of thefe ftates in 
the progrefs of the prefent war, 
and neceflary to the attainment 
of the objects of it, thefe ftates 
now are as fully, legally, and 
abfolutely confederated, as It 1s 
poflible for them to be. Read 
the credentials of the different 
delegates who compofed a 
Congrefs in 1774, 1775, an 
ware 1776, vi will fd that 
they efablith an union for the 
exprefs purpofe of oppofing the 
oppreffions of Britain, and ob- 
taining redrefs of grievances. 
On the 4th of July 1776, your 
reprefentatives in Congres, per- 
ceiving that nothing lefs than 
unconditional fubmiffion would 
fatisfy our enemies, did in the 
name of the people of the Thir- 
teen 
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teen United Colonies declare 
them to be free and independ- 
ent ftates, and -** for the SUP- 
PORT of that declaration, with 
a firm reliance on the protecti- 
on of Divine Providence, did 
mutually pledge to each other 
their LIVES, their FOR- 
TUNES, and their SACRED 
HONOUR.” Was ever con- 
federation more formal, more 
folemn or explicit? It has been 
exprefly aflented to, and ratihed 
by every ftate in the union. 
Accordingly for the direct SUP- 
PORT of this declaration, that 
is for the fupport of the inde- 
pendence of thefe ftates, armies 
have been raifed, and bills of 
credit emitted, and loans made 
to pay and fupply them. The 
redemption therefore of thefe 
bills, the payment of  thefe 
debts, and the fettlement of the 
accounts of the feveral {tates 
for expenditures or fervices for 
the common bencfit and in this 
common caufe, are among the 
objects of this confederation ; 
and confequently, while all or 
any of its objects remain un- 
attained, it cannot, fo far as it 
may refpect fuch objects, be dif- 
folved, contiftent with the laws 
of God or man, 

But we are perfuaded, and 
our enemies will find, that our 
union is not to end here. ‘They 
are miftaken when they fuppoie 
us kept together only bya fenfe 
of prefent danger. It is a fact 
which they only will difpute, 
that the people of thefe itates 
were never fo cordially united 
as at this day. By having been 
obliged to mix with each other, 
former prejudices. have worn 
off, and their feveral manners 
become blended. A {fenfe of 
common permanent intereft, 


mutual affection (having been 
brethren in affliction,) the ties 
of <n daily extend- 
ing, conftant reciprocity of 
good offices, fimilraity in lan- 
guage, in governments, and 
therefore in manners, the im* 
portance, weight, and fplendor 
of the union, all confpire in 
forming a ftrong chain of con- 
nection, which muft for ever 
bind us together. ‘The United 
Provinces of the Netherlands, 
and the United Cantons of 
Switzerland became free and in+ 
dependent under circumftances 
very like ours: their independ- 
ence has been long ettablifhed, . 
and yet their contederacies re- 
main in full vigour. What rea~ 
fon can be affigned why our u- 
nion fhould:be lets Jafting? or 
why fhould the people of 
thefe ftates be fuppofed. lefs 
wife than the. inhabirants of 
thofe? You are not uninform- 
ed that a plan for a perpetual 
confederation has been prepar- 
ed, and that twelve of the thir- 
teen fiates have already acceded 
to it. But.enough has been faid 
to fhew, that for every purpofe 
of the prefent war, and all things 
incident.to it, there does at — 
prefent exift a perfect folemn 
confederation ; and therefore 
that the ftatcs now are, andal- 
ways will be in political capaci- 
ty to redeem their bills, pay 
their debts, and fettle their ac~ 
counts. 

3d. Whether, admitting the 
ability and political capacity of 
the United States to redeem their 
bills, there is any reafon to ap- 
prehend 2 wanton violation of 
the public faith? 

It is with great regret and re= 


luctance that we can prevail 
upon 
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Under this head three things 
are tobe attended to: © 

rt. Whether and in. what 
manner the faith of the United 
States has been pledged for the 
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is a 
more full difcuffion. 


Our enemies, as well foreign. 


as domeitic, have laboured to 
raife doubts on this head. They 
argue that the confederation of 
the ftates remains yet to be per- 
fected ; that the union may be 
diffolved,; Congrefs be abolifhed; 
and each ftate refuming its de- 
legated powers proceed in future 
to hold and exercife all the rights 
of fovereignty appertaining to 
an independent ftate. In {uch 
an event, fay they, the conti- 
nental bills of credit, created 
and fupported by the union, 
would die with it. This pofi- 
tion being aflumed, they next 
proceed to aflert this event to 
be probable, and in proof of it 
urge our divifions, our parties, 
our feparate interefts, diftine 
manners, former prejudices, and 
many other arguments, equally 
laufible, and equally fallacious, 
xamine this matter. 

For every purpofe effential to 
the defence of thefe ftates in 
the progrefs of the preient war, 
and neceffary to the attainment 
of the objects of it, thefe ftates 
now are as fully, legally, and 
abfolutely confederated, as It 1s 
poffible for them to be, Read 
the credentials of the different 
delegates who compofed sr 
Congrefs in 1 >» 17755 an 
Sart ot t 6, You will find that 
they eftablith an union for the 
exprefs purpofe of oppofing the 
oppreffions of Britain, and ob- 
taining redrefs of grievances. 
On the 4th of July 1776, your 
reprefentatives in Congrefs, per- 
ceiving that nothing lefs than 
unconditional fubmiffion would 
fatisfy our enemies, did in the 
name of the people of the Thir- 

teen 
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teen United Colonies declare 
them to be free and independ- 
ent ftates, and -** for the SUP- 
PORT of that declaration, with 
a firm reliance on the protecti- 
on of Divine Providence, did 
mutually pledge to each other 
their LIV ES, their FOR- 
TUNES, and their SACRED 
HONOUR.” Was ever con- 
federation more formal, more 
folemn or explicit? It has been 
exprefly aflented to, and ratified 
by every ftate in the union. 
Accordingly for the direct SUP- 
PORT of this declaration, that 
is for the fupport of the inde- 
pendence of thefe ftates, armies 
have been raifed, and bills of 
credit emitted, and loans made 
to pay and fupply them. The 
redemption therefore of thefe 
bills, the payment of  thefe 
debts, and the fettlement of the 
accounts of the feveral {tates 
for expenditures or fervices for 
the common bencfit and in this 
common caufe, are among the 
objects of this confederation ; 
and confequently, while all or 
any of its objects remain un- 
attained, it cannot, fo far as it 
may refpect fuch objects, be dif- 
folved, contiftent with the laws 
of God or man. 

But we are perfuaded, and 
our enemies will find, that our 
union is not to end here. They 
are miftaken when they fuppoie 
us kept together only bya fenfe 
of prefent'danger. It is a fact 
which they only will difpute, 
that the people of thefe itates 
were never fo cordially united 
as at this day. By having been 
obliged to mix with each other, 
former prejudices have worn 
off, and their feveral manners 
become blended. A fenfe of 
common permanent intereft, 


mutual affection (having been 
brethren in affliction,) the ties 
of confanguinity daily extend- 
ing, conftant. reciprocity of 
good offices, fimiliaity in lan- 
guage, in governments, and 
therefore in manners, the im+ 
portance, weight, and fplendor 
of the union, all confpire in 
forming a ftrong chain of con- 
nection, which muft for ever 
bind us together. ‘The United 
Provinces of the Netherlands, 
and the United Cantons of 
Switzerland became free and in« 
dependent under circumftances 
very like ours: their independ- 


ence has been long eftablifhed, . 


and yet their contederacies re- 
main in full vigour. What rea- 
fon can be affigned why our u- 
nion fhould:be lets lafting? or 
why fhould the people of 
thefe ftates be fuppofed  lefs 
wife than the inhabitants of 
thofe? You are not uninform- 
ed that a plan for a perpetual 
confederation has been prepar- 
ed, and that twelve of the thir- 
teen ftates have already acceded 
to it. But.enough has been faid 
to fhew, that for every purpofe 
of the prefent war, and all things 


incident.to. it, there does at — 


prefent exift a perfect folemn 
confederation ; and therefore 
that the {tates now are, and ale 
ways will be in political capaci- 
ty to redeem their bills, pay 
their debts, and fettle their ac~ 
counts. 
3d. Whether, admitting the 
ability and political capacity of 
the United States to redeem their 
bills, there is any reafon to ap- 
prehend a wanton violation of 
the public faith? 
It is with great regret and re= 
luctance that we can_ prevail 
upon 
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450 
upon ourfelves to take the leaft 
notice of a queftion, which in- 
volves in it a doubt fo injurious 
to the honour and dignity of 
America. 

The enemy, aware that the 
ftrength of America lay in the 
union of her citizens, and the 
wifdom and integrity of thofe 
to whom they committed the 
direction of their affairs, have 
taken unwearied pains to dif- 
unite and alarm the people, to 
depreciate the abilities and vir- 
tue of their rulers, and to im- 
pair the confidence repofed in 
them by their conftituents. To 
this end repeated attempts have 
been made to draw an abfurd 
and fanciful line of diftinétion 
between the Congrefs and the 
People, and to create an opini- 
on and a belief that their inte- 
refts and views were different 
and oppofed. Hence the ridi- 
culous tales, the invidious infi- 
nuations, and the whimfical fuf- 
picions that have been forged 
and propagated by difguifed 
emiflaries, and traitors in the 
garb of patriots. Hence has 
proceeded the notable difcovery 
that as the Congrefs has made 
the money, they alfo can deftroy 
it, and thatit will exift no long- 
er than they find it convenient 
to permit it. It is not furpriz- 
ing that ina free country, where 
the tongues and pens of fuch 
people are and mutt be licenfed, 
fuch political herefies fhould be 
inculcated and diffufed, but it 
is really aftonifhing that the 
mind of afingle virtuous citizen 
in America fhould be influenced 
by them. It certainly cannot 


be neceflary to remind you that 
your reprefentatives here are 
chofem from among yourfelves ; 
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that you are or ought to be ac. 
quainted with their feveral cha. 
racters ; that they are fent here 
to {peak your fentiments, and 
that it is conftantly in your 
power to remove fuch as do not, 
You furely are convinced that 
it is no more in their power to 
annihilate your money than 
your independence, and that 
any act of theirs for either of 
thofe purpofes would be null and 
void. 

We fhould pay an ill compli- 
ment to the underftanding and 
honour of every true American, 
were we to adduce many argu. 
ments to fhew the bafenefs or 
bad policy of violating our na- 
tional faith, or omitting to pur- 
fue the meafures neceflary to 
preferve it. A bankrupt faith. 
lefs republic would be a novel- 
ty in the political world, and 
appear among reputable nations, 
like a common proftitute among 
chafte and refpectable matrons. 
The pride of America revolts 
from the idea; her citizens know 
for what purpofes thefe emiffi- 
ons were made, and have re- 
peatedly plighted their faith for 
the redemption of them; they 
are to be found in every man’s 
pofleffion, and every man is ins 
terefted in their being redeem- 
ed; they mutt therefore enter- 
tain a high opinion of Ameri- 
can credulity, who fuppofe the 
people capable of believing, on 
due reficction, that all Ameri+ 
ca will, againft the faith, the 
honour and the intereft of all 
America, be ever prevailed upon 
to countenance, fupport, or per- 
mit fo ruinous, fo difgraceful a 
meafure. We are convinced 

that 
(Turn to page 477:) 


HE 
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’ The Conftitution or Form of Go- 


vernment, agreed to and re- 
folved upon by the Delegates 
and Reprefentatives of the [e- 
veral counties and corporations 
of Virginia. In a general Con- 
vention held at Williamfburgh, 
on the 6th of May, and conti- 
nued by adjournment, to the 


5th of Fuly, 1776. 
W°*: the delegates and repre- 


fentatives of the good peo- 
ple of Virginia, do declare the 
future form of government of 
Virginia to be as followeth: 

The legiflative, executive, and 
judiciary department, fhall be fe- 
parate and diftinét, fo that neither 
exercife the powers properly be- 
longing to the other; nor fhall 
any perfon exercife the powers 
of more than one of them at the 
fame time, except that the juf- 
tices of the county courts {hall 
be eligible to either houfe of af- 
fembly. 

The legiflative fhall be formed 
of two diftinét branches, who, 
together, fha!l be a complete le- 
giflature. ‘Mhey hall meet once, 
or oftener, every year, and {thall 
be called, The General Ajfembly 
of Virginia. 

One of thefe fhall be ca'led the 
houfe of delegates, and confift 
of two reprefentatives to be cho- 


fen for each county, and for the 
diftri€t of Weft-Augufta, annu- 
ally, of fuch men as actually 
refide in and are freeholders of 
the fame, or duly qualified ac- 
cording to law, and alfo of one 
delegate or reprefentative to be 
chofen annually for the city of 
Williamfburgh, and one for the 
borough of Norfolk, and a re- 
prefentative for each of fuch o- 
ther cities and boroughs as may 
hereafter be allowed particular 
reprefentation by the legiflature ; 
but when any city or borough 
ihall fo decreafe, as that thenum- 
ber of perfons having right of 
fuffrage therein, fhall have been 
for the fpace of feven years fuc- 
ceffively, lefs than half the num- 
ber of voters in fome one coun- 
tv in Virginia, fuch city or bo- 
rough thenceforward fhall ceafe 
to fend a delegate or reprefen- 
Kative to the iembly. 

‘Ihe other thall be called the 
fenate, and confift of twenty four 
rnembers, of whom thirteen fball 
conftitute a houfe to proceed on 
bulinefs, for whofe election the 
different counties fhall be divid- 
ed into twenty four diftri¢ts, and 
each county of the reipective 
diftri€t, at the time of the elec- 
tion of its delegates, fhall vote 
for one fenator, who is actually 
a relident and frecholder within 

3X } the 


* 





452 Conftitution of Virginia. 


the diftriét, or duly qualified ac- 
cording to law, and is upwards 
of twenty five years of age; and 
the fheriffsof each county, with- 
in five days at fartheft, after the 
laft county eleétion in the diftrict, 
fhall meet at fome convenient 
place, and from the poll fo taken 
in their refpective counties,return 
as a fenator the man who fhall 
have the greateft number of votes 
in the whole diftri€t, ‘lo keep 
up this affembly by rotation, the 
diftriéts fhall be equally divided 
into four claffes, and numbered 
by lot. At the end of one year 
after the general eleétion, the fix 
members elected by the firft di- 
vifion fhall be difplaced, and the 
vacancies thereby occafioned fup- 
lied from fuch clafs or divifion, 
by new election, in the manner a- 
forefaid. This rotation fhall be 
applied to each divifion according 
to its number, and continued in 
due order annually. 

The right of fuffrage in the 
election of members for both 
houfes, fhall remain as exercifed 
at prefent, and each houfe hall 
choofe its own fpeaker, appoint 
its own officers, fettle its own 
rules of proceeding, and direct 
writs of eleétion for the fupplying 
intermediate vacancies. 

All laws fhall originate in the 
houfe of delegates, to be approv- 
ed of or rejected by the fenate, 
or to be amended with confent 
of the houfe of delegates ; except 
money-bills, which in no inftance 
fhall be altered by the fenate, but 
wholly approved or rejected. 

A governor, or chief magi- 
{trate fhall be chofen annually, 
by joint ballot of both houfes; 
to be taken in each houfe re- 
{pectively, depofited in the con- 
lerence room, the boxes exa- 





mined jointly by a committee of 
each houfe, and the numbers fe. 
verally reported to them, that 
the appointments may be enter- 
ed (which fhall be the mode of 
taking the joint ballot of both 
houfes in all cafes) who fhall not 
continue in that office longer 
than three years fucceffively, nor 
be eligible until the expiration of 
four years after he fhall have been 
out of that office. An adequate, 
but moderate falary fhall be fet- 
tled on him during his continu- 
ance in office; and he fhall, with 
the advice of a council of ftate, 
exercife the executive powers of 
es according to the 
aws of thiscormmonwealth; and 
fhall not, under any pretence, 
exercife any power or preroga- 
tive by virtue of any law, fta- 
tute, or cuftom of England: 
But he fhall, with the advice of 
the council of ftate, have the 
power of granting reprieves or 
pardons, except where the pro- 
fecution fhall have been carried 
on by the houfe of delegates, or 
the law fhall otherwife particu- 
larly direét; in which cafes no 
reprieve or pardon fhall be grant- 
ed, but by refolve of the houfe 
of delegates, 

Fither houfe of the general 
affembly may adjourn ,themfelves 
refpectively. ‘The governor fhall 
not prorogue or adjourn the af- 
fembly during their fitting, nor 
difiolve them at any time, but 
he fhall, if neceflary, either by 
advice of the council of ftate, or 
on application of a majority of 
the houfe of delegates, call them 
before the time to which they 
thall ftand prorogued or adjour- 
ned, 

A privy council, or council of 
ftare, confifting of eight a 

ers 











bers, fhall be chofen by joint 
ballot of both houfes of ia 
bly, either from theirown mem- 
bers or the people at large, to 
afift in the adminiftration of 
government. They fhall annu- 
ally choofe out of their own 
members a prefident, who, in 
cafe of death, inability, or ab- 
fence of the governor from the 
government, fhall act as lieu- 
tenant governor. Four members 
fhall be fufficient to act, are} 
their advice and proceedings 
{hall be entered on record, and 
figned by the members prefent 
(to any part whereof any mem- 
ber may enter his diflent) to be 
laid before the gencral aflembly, 
when called for by them. This 
council may appoint their own 
clerk, who fhall have a falary 
fettled by law, and take anoath 
of fecrecy in fuch matters as he 
fhall be directed by the board 
to conceal, A fum of money 
appropriated to that purpofe, 
fhall be divided annually among 
the members, in proportion to 
their attendance; and they fhall 
be incapable, during their con- 
tinuance in office, of fitting in 
either houfe of aflembly. ‘T'wo 
members fhall be removed by 
joint ballot of both houfes of 
affembly, at the end of every 
three years, and be ineligible 
for the three next years, Thefe 
vacancies, as well as thofe oc- 
cafioned by death or incapacity, 
fhall be fupplied by new elec. 
tions in the fame manner, 

The delegates for Virginia 
to the Continental Congrefs 
fhall be chofen annually, or 
fuperfeded in the mean time by 
joint ballot of both houfes of 
aflembly. 
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The prefent militia officers 
fhall be continued, and vacan- 
cies fupplied by appointment of 
the governor, with the advice 
of the privy council, on re- 
commendations from the re- 
fpective county courts; but the 
governor and council fhall have 
a power of fufpending any of- 
ficer, and ordering a court mar- 
tial on complaint of mifbehavi- 
our or inability, or to fupply 
vacancies of officers happening 
when in aétual fervice. The 
governor maygnbody the mi- 
litia, with bP ravice of the 
privy council; and, when em- 
bodied, fhall alone have the di- 
rection of the militia under the 
laws of the country. 

The two houfes of affembly 
fhall, by joint ballot, appoint 
judges of the fupreme court ‘of 
appeals, and general court, 
judges in chancery, judges of 
admiralty, fecretary, and the 
attorney general, to be com- 
mifioned by the governor, and 
continue in office during good 
behaviour. In cafe of death, 
incapacity or refignation, the 
governor, with the advice of 
the privy council, fhall appoint 
perfons to fucceed in office, to 
be approved or difplaced by 
both houfes. Theie officers 
fhall have fixed and adequate fa 
Jaries, and, together with ail 
others holding lucrative offices, 
and all minifters of the gofpel of 
every denomination, be incapa- 
ble of being elected members of 
either houfe of afflembly, or the 
privy council. 

The governor, with the ad- 
vice of the privy council, fhall 
appoint juftices of the peace 
for the counties; and in cafe 
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of vacancies, or a neceffity of 
increafing the number hereafter, 
fuch appointments to be made 
upon the recommendation of 
the refpective county courts. 
The prefent acting fecretary in 
Virginia, and clerks of all the 
county courts, fhall continue in 
office. In cafe of vacancies, 
either by death, incapacity, or 
refignation, a fecretary fhall be 
appointed as before directed, and 
the clerks by the refpective 
courts. The prefent and future 
clerks fhall hold their offices 
during good behaviour, to be 
judged of and determined in 
the general court. The fheriffs 
and coroners fha]] be nominat- 
ed by the refpective courts, ap- 
proved by the governor with 
the advice of the privy council, 
and commiffioned by the go- 
vernor. The juftices fhall ap- 
point conftables, and all fees of 
the aforefaid officers be regu- 
Jated by law. 

The governor, when he is 
out of office, and others offend- 
ing againft the ftate, either by 
mal-adminiftration, corruption, 
or other means, by which the 
fafety of the ftate may be en- 
dangered, fhall be impeachable 
by the houfe of delegates. Such 
impeachment to be profecuted 
by the attorney general, or fuch 
other perfon or perfons as the 
houfe may appoint, in the ge- 
neral court, according to the 
laws of the land. If found guil- 
ty, he or they fhall be either for 
ever difabled to hold any office 
under government, or be re- 
moved from fuch office pro tem- 
pore, or fubjected to fuch pains 


or penalties as the law fhall di- 
rect 


of Virginia. 

If all or any of the judges of 
the general court fhould, on 
good grounds (to be judged of 
by the houfe of delegates) be 
accufed of any of the crimes or 
oftences above mentioned, fuch 
houfe of delegates may in like 
manner impeach the judge or 
judges fo accufed, to be profe- 
cuted in the court of appeals ; 
and he or they, if found guilty, 
fhall be punifhed in the fame 
manner as is prefcribed in the 
preceding claufe. 

Commiffions and grants fhall 
run, /n the name of the common- 
wealth of Virginia,” and bear tett 
by the governor, with the {eal 
of the commonwealth annexed, 
Writs fhall run in the fame 
manner, and bear teft by the 
clerks of the feveral courts. In- 
diétments fhall conclude, Azain/t 
the peace and dignity of the com- 
monwealth. 

A treafurer fhall be appoint- 
ed annually, by joint ballot of 
both houfes, 

All efcheats, penalties, and 
forfeitures, heretofore going to 
the king, fhall go to the com- 
monwealth, fave only fuch as 
the legiflature may abolifh, or 
otherwife provide for. 

The territories contained 
within the charters erecting the 
colonies of Maryland, Pennfyl- 
vania, North and South-Caro- 
lina, are hereby ceded, releafed, 
and for ever confirmed to the 
people of thefe colonies re{pec- 
tively, with all the rights of 
property, jurifdiction and go- 
vernment, and all other rights 
whatfoever, which might at any 
time heretofore have been claim- 
ed by Virginia, except the free 
navigation and ufe of the rivers 

Potomaque 
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Potomaque and Pokomoke, with 
the property of the Virginia 
fhores and ftrands bordering on 
either of the faid rivers, and all 
improvements which have been 
or fhall be made thereon. The 
weftern and northern extent of 
Virginia fhall in all other re- 
{pects ftand as fixed by the char- 
ter of king James I. in the year 
one thoufand fix hundred and 
nine, and by the public treaty 
of peace between the courts of 
Britain and France in the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty three; unlefs, by act of 
this legiflature, one or more go- 
vernments eftablifhed weltward 
of the Allegheny mountains. 
And no purchafes of lands fhall 
be made of the indian natives 
but on behalf of the public, by 
authority of the general aflem- 
bly. 





A Declaration of Rights, and the 
Conftitution and Form of Go- 
vernment, agreed to by the De- 
legates of Maryland, in free 
and full Convention affembled. 


A Declaration of Rights, Se. 
ao parliament of Great- 


Britain, by a declaratory 
act, having aflumed a right to 
make laws to bind the colonies 
in all cafes whatfoever, and in 
purfance of fuch claim endea- 
voured by force of arms to fub- 
jugate the United Colonies to 
an unconditional fubmiffion to 
their will and power, and hav- 
ing at length conftrained them 
to declare themfelves independ- 






ent ftates, and to aflume go- 
vernment under the authority of 
the people. Therefore, we, 
the delegates of Maryland, in 
free and full convention aflem- 
bled, taking into our moft fe- 
rious confideration the  beft 
means of eftablifhing a good 
conftitution in this ftate, for the 
{ure foundation and more per- 
manent lecurity thereof, declare, 

1. That all government of 
right originates from the people, 
is founded in compact only, and 
inftituted folely for the good of 
the whole. 

2. That the people of this 
{tate ought to have the fole and 
exclufive right of regulating the 
internal government and police 
thereof. 

3. That the inhabitants of 
Maryland are entitled to the 
common law of England, and 
the trial by jury, according to 
the courfe of that law, and to 
the benefit of fuch of the En- 
glifh ftatutes, as exifted at the 
time of their firft emigration, 
and which by experience have 
been found applicable to ticir 
local and other circumftances, 
and of fuch others as have been 
fince madein England, or Great- 
Britain, and have been intro- 
duced, ufed, and practifed, by 
the courts of law or equity ; and 
alfo to all aéts of ailembly in 
force on the firft of June feven- 
teen hundred and feventy four, 
except tuch as may have fince 
expired, or have been, or may 
be altered by acts of convention, 
or this declaration of rights, 
fubjeét neverthelefs to the re- 
vifion of, and amendment or 
repeal by, the legiflature of this 
ftate; and the inhabitants of 
Maryland are alfo entitled - 
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all property derived to them 
from or under the charter grant- 
ed by his majefty Charles I. to 
Cexcilius Calvert baron of Bal- 
timore. 

4. That ail perfons invefted 
with the legiflative or executive 
powers of government, are the 
truftees of the public, and as 
fuch accountable for their con- 
duct; wherefore, whenever the 
ends of government are pervert- 
ed, and public liberty manifeft- 
ly endangered, and all other 
means of redrefs are ineffectual, 
the people may, and of right 
ought, to reform the old or etta- 
blifh a new government; the 
doétrine of non-refiftance againft 
arbitrary power and oppreffian, 
is abfurd, flavifh, and deftruéctive 
of the good and happinefs of 
mankind 

5. That the right in the peo- 
ple to participate in the legif- 
lature is the beft fecurity of li- 
berty, and the foundation of all 
free government; for this pur- 
pofe, elections ought to be free 
and frequent, and every man, 
having property in, a common 
intereit with, and attachment to 
the community, ought to have 
a right of fuffrage. 

6. That the legiflative, exe- 
cutive, and judicial powers of 
government, ought to be for ever 
feparate and diftin& from each 
other. 

7. That no power of fuf- 
fpending laws, or the execution 
of laws, unlefs by, or derived 
from the legiflature, ought to 
be exercifed or allowed. 

8. That freedom of fpeech, 
and debates, or proceedings in 
the legiflature, ought not to be 
impeached in any other court 
or judicature. 
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g. Thata place for the meet- 
ing of the legiflature ought to 
be fixed, the moft convenient to 
the members thereof, and tothe 
depofitory of public records, and 
the legiflature ought not to be 
convened or held at any other 
place, but from evident necef- 
lity. 

10. That for redrefs of griey- 
ances, and for amending, 
{trengthening, and _ preferving 
the laws, the legiflature ought 
to be frequently convened. 

11. That every man hath a 
right to petition the legiflature 
for the redrefs of grievances, in 
a peaceable and orderly manner, 

12. That no aid, charge, tax, 
fee or fees, ought to be fet, rat- 
ed, or levied, under any pre- 
tence, without confent of the 
legiflature. 

13. That the levying taxes 
by the poll is grievous and op- 
preffive, and ought to be abo- 
lifhed; that paupers ought not 
to be affeffed for the fupport of 
government, but every other 
perion in the ftate ought to 
contribute his proportion of 
public taxes for the fupport of 
government, according to his 
actual worth in real or perfonal 
property within the ftate; yet 
fines, duties, or taxes, may pro- 


‘perly and juftly be impofed or 


laid with a political view for the 
good government and benefit of 
the community. 

14. That janguinary laws 
ought to be avoided, as far as 
is confiftent with the fafety of 
the ftate; and no law to inflict 
crue] and unufual pains and 
penalties ought to be made, in 
any cafe, or at any time here- 
after, 

15, That retrofpective laws, 

punifhing 
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punifhing facts committed be- 
fore the exiftence of fuch laws, 
and by them only declared cri- 
minal, are oppreffive, ‘unjutt, 
and incompatible with liberty ; 
wherefore no ex pot facto law 
ought to be made. 

16. That no law to attaint 
particular perfons of treafon or 
felony ought to be made in any 
cafe, or at any time hereafter. 

17, That every freeman for 
any injury done to him in his 
perfon or property, ought to 
have remedy by the courfe of 
of the law of the land, and 
ought to have juftice and right, 
freely without fale, fully with- 
out any denial, and {peedily 
without delay, according to the 
law of the land. 

18. That the trial of faéts 
where they arife, is one of the 
greateft fecurities of the lives, 
liberties, and eftates of the peo- 

le. 

: 19. That in all criminal pro- 
fecutions,every man hatha right 
to be informed of the accufati- 
on againft him, to have a copy 
of the indictment or charge in 
due time (if required ) to prepare 
for his defence, to be allowed 
counfel, to be confronted with 
the witnefles againft him, to have 
procefs for his witneffes, to ex- 
amine the witnefles for and againft 
him on oath, and to a fpeedy 
trial by an impartial jury, with- 
out whofe unanimous confent he 
ought not to be found guilty. 

20, That no man ought to be 
compelled to give evidence againft 
himfelf in a common court of 
law, or in any other court, but 
in fuch cafes as have been ufual- 
ly’ practifed in this ftate, or may 
hereafter be directed by the le- 
giflature. 


21. That no freeman ought to 
be taken, or imprifoned, or dif- 
feifed of his freehold, liberties, 
or privileges, or outlawed, or 
exiled, or in any manner deftroy- 
ed, or deprived of his life, liber- 
ty, or property, but by the judg- 
ment of his peers, or by the law 
of the land, 

22. That exceffive bail ought 
not to be required, nor excef- 
live fines impofed, nor cruel or 
unufual punifhments infliéted by 
the courts of law. 

23. That all warrants without 
oath or affirmation, to fearch fuf- 
pected places, or to feize any 
perfon or property, are griev- 
ous and oppreflive; and al ge- 
neral warrants to fearch fufpec- 
ted places, or to apprehend fuf- 
pected perfons, without naming 
or defcribing the place, or the 
perfon in {pecial, are illegal, and 
ought not to be granted. 

24. Uhat there ought to be no 
forfeiture of any part of the ef- 
tate of any perfon for any crime, 
except murder, or treafon againft 
the ftate, and then only on con- 
viction and attainder. 

25. That a well regulated mi- 
litia is the proper and natural de- 
fence of a free government. 

26. That ftanding armies are 
dangerous to liberty, and ought 
not to be raifed up or kept with- 
out confent of the legiflature. 

27. That in all cafes and at 
all times the military ought to 
to be under ftri€t fubordination 
to, and controul of the civil 
power. 

28. That no foldier ought to 
be quartered in any houfein time 
of peace, without the confent 
of the owner; and, in time of 
war, in fuch manner only as the 


legiflature fhall direct. 
29. 
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2q. That no perfon, except 
regular foldiers, mariners and 
marines in the fervice of this ftate, 
or militia when in actual fervice, 
ought in any cafe to be fubject 
to, or punifhable by, martial 
law. 

30. That the independenc 
and uprightnefs of judges are ef- 
fential to the impartial admini- 
{tration of juftice, and a great 
fecurity to the ~ and liber- 
ties of the people; wherefore 
thechancellor and all judges ought 
to hold commiffions during good 
behaviour, and the faid chancel- 
lor and judges fhall be removed 
for mifbehaviour, on conviction 
in a court of law, and may be 
removed by the governor upon 
the addrefs of the general aflem- 
bly, provided that two thirds of 
all the members of each houfe 
concur in fuch addrefs. ‘Uhat 
falaries liberal but not profufe 
ought to be fecured to the chan- 
cellor and the judges during the 
continuance of their commifli- 
ons, in fuch manner and at fuch 
times as the legiflature fhall here- 
after direét, upon confideration 
of the circumftances of this ftate : 
No chancellor or judge ought to 
hold any other office, civil or 
military, or receive fees or per- 
guifites of any kind. 

31. That along continuance 
in the firft executive departments 
of power or truft isdangerous to 
liberty, a rotation therefore in 
thofe departments is one of the 
beft fecurities of permanent free- 
dom. 

3 That no perfon ought to 
hold at the fame time more than 
one office of profit, nor ought 
any perfon in public truft to re- 
ceive any prefent from any fo- 
reign prince or ftate, or from the 


of Maryland, 


United States or any of them, 
without the approbation of this 
ftate. 

33. That as it is the duty of 
every man to worfhip God in 
fuch manner as he thinks saoft 
acceptable to him, all perfons 
profeffing the chriftian religion 
are equally entitled to proteéti- 
on in their religious liberty; 
wherefore no perfon ought by 
any law to be molefted in his 
perfon or eftate on account of 
his religious perfuafion or pro- 
feffion, or for his religious prac- 
tice, unlefs under colour of re- 
ligion any man fhall difturb the 
good order, peace, or fafety of 
the ftate, or fhall infringe the 
laws of morality, or injure others 
in their natural, civil, or religi- 
ous rights; nor ought any oi 
to be compelled to frequent, or 
maintain, or contribute, unlefs 
on contract, to maintain any 
particular place of worfhip, or 
any particular miniftry ; yet the 
legiflature may in their difcreti- 
on lay a general and equal tax 
for the fupport of the Chriftian 
religion; leaving to each indivi- 
dual the power of appointing the 
payment over of the money col- 
lected from him, to the fupport 
of any particular place of wor- 
fhip or minifter, or for the be- 
nefit of the poor of his own de- 
nomination, or the poor in ge- 
ral of any particular county ; but 
the churches, cnapels, glebes, 
and all other property now be- 
longing to the church of Eng- 
liek ought to remain to the 


church of England for ever. And 
all acts of aflembly lately pafled 
for collecting monies for build- 
ing or repairing particular church- 
es or chapels of cafe fhall con- 
tinue in force and be exccuted, 

unle(s 
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urilefS the legiflature fhall by aé& 
fupercede or repeal the fame; 
but no county court fhall afflels 
any quantity of tobacco or fum 
of money hereafter on the appli- 
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ground, which fhall be improv- 
ed, enjoyed, of ufed only for* 
fuch purpofe, or fuch fale, gift, 
leafe, or devife, fhall be void. 

5- That no other teft or qua- 


cationof anyveftrymen or church- “ifeation ought to be required on 


wardens: and every incumbent 
of the church of England who 
hath remained in his parifh, and 


- performed his duty, {hall be en- 


titled to receive the provifion and 
fupport eftablifhed by the act, 
entitled, ** An act tor the fup- 
port of the clergy of the church 
of England in this province,” 
till the November court of this 
prefeut year, to be held for the 
county in which his parifh fhall 
lie, or partly lie, or for fuch time 
as he hath remained in his parifh 
and performed his duty. 

34. Uhat every gift, fale, or 


“deviie of lands to any minifter, 


- 


public teacher or preacher of the 
gofpel, as fuch, or to any reli- 
gious fect, order, or denomina- 
tion, or to, ar for the fupport, ufe 
or benefit of, or in truft for, 
any miniiter, public teacher, or 
preacher of the gofpel, as fuch, 
of any religious {eét, order, or 
denomination; and every gift or 
fale of guods or chattels to go in 
fucceffion, or to take place after 
the death of the feller or donor, 
or to or for fuch fupport, ufe or 
benefit ; and alfo every devife 
of goods or chattels to, or for 
the fupport, ufe, or benefit of 
any minifter, public teacher, or 
preacher of the gofpel, as fuch, 
or any religious fect, order, or 
denomination, without the leave 
of the legiflature, thall be void; 
except always any fale, gift, leafe 
or devife of any quantity of land 
not exceeding two acres, for a 
church, meeting, or other houfe 
of worthip, and for a burying 





aum (Mion to any office of truft or 
profit, than fuch oath of fupport 
and fidelity to this ftate, and 
{uch oath of office as fhall be di. 
rected by this convention, or the 
legiflature of this ftate, and a de- 
claration of a belief in the chrif- 
tian religion, 

36. ‘That the manner of ad- 
miniftering an oath to any per- 
fon, ought to be fuch as thofe 
of the religious perfuafion, pro- 
felon, or denomination, of 
which fuch perfon is one, gene- 
rally efteem the moft effectual 
confirmation by the atteftation 
of the divine being. ®And that 
the people called (Quakers, thofe 
called Dunkers, and thofe called 
Menonifts, holding it unlawful 
to take an oath on any occafion, 
ought to be allowed to make 
their folemn affirmation in the 
manner that Quakers have been 
heretofore allowed to affirm,and 
to be of the fame avail as an oath 
in all fuch cafes as the affirma- 
tion of Quakers hath been allow- 
ed and accepted within this ftate 
inftead of an oath. And further, 
on fuch affirmation warrants to 
fearch for ftolen, goods, or 
apprehenfion or commitment of 
offenders, ought to be granted, 
or fecurity for the peace award- 
ed, and Quakers, Dunkers, or 
Menonifts, ought alfo, on their 
folemn affirmation as aforefaid, 
to be admitted as witneffes in all 
criminal cafes not capital. 

37. Uhat the city of Annapo- 
lis ought to have all its rights, 
privilegés, and benefits, agreeable 
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to its charter and the acts of af- 
fembly confirming and regulating 
the fame, fubject, neverthelefs 
to fuch alterations as may be 
made by this convention or any 
future legiflature. 

38. That the liberty of the 
prefs ought to be inviolably pre- 
ferved. 

39. That monopolies are odi- 
ous, contrary to the {fpirit of a 
free government, and the prin- 
ciples of commerce, and ought 
not to be fuffered. 

40. ‘That no title of nobility 
or hereditary honours ought to 
be granted in this ftate. . 

41. That the fubfitting refolves 
of this and the feveral conven- 
tions held for this colony ought 
to be in force as laws, unlefs al- 
tered by this convention or the 
legiflature of this ftate. 

42. That this declaration of 
tights, or the form of govern- 
ment to be eftablifhed by this 
convention, or any part of e¢i- 
ther of them, ought not to be 
altered, changed or abolifhed by 
the legiflature of this {tate, but 
in fuch manner as this conven- 
tion fhall prefcribe and direct. 

Thisdeclaration of rights was 
affented to and paffed in conven- 
tion of the delegates of the free- 
men of Maryland, begun and 
held at Annapolis the 14th day of 
Auguft, 4. D. 1776. 


By order of the Convention, 


MAT. TILGHMAN, 
Prefident, 


The Conftitution and Form of Go- 
vernment, &Fe. 

‘ HAT the legiflature 

t confilt of two diftiné& 

branches, a fenate, and a houfe 


of delegates, which fhall be 
{tiled the General Affembly of 
Maryland. 

2, That the houle of dele. 
gates fhall be choten in the fol- 


lowing manner: Allfreemen a- | 


bove twenty-one years of age, 
having a freehold of fifty acres 
of land in the county in which 
they offer to vote, and refiding 
therein; andall freemen having 
property in this ftace above the 
value of thirty pounds current 
money, and having refided in 
the county in which they offer 
to vote one whole year next 
preceding the election, fhall 
have a right of fuffrage in the 
election of delegates for fuch 
county ; and all freemen fo qua- 
lified iball, on the firft Monday 
of October, feventeen hundred 
and feventy-feven, and on the 
fame day inevery year thereaf- 
ter, aflemble in the counties in 
which they are refpedctively qua- 
lined tovote, at the court-houfe 
in the faid counties, or at fuch 
other piace as the legiflature 
fhall direct, and when aflem- 
bled they fhall proceed to elect, 
viva voce, four delegates for 
their refpective counties, of the 
mott wife, fenfible, and difcreet 
of the people, refidents in the 
county where they are to be 
cholen one whole year next pre- 
ceding the election, above twen- 
ty-one years of age, and hav- 
in the ftate real or perfonal 
property above the value of five 
hundred pounds current money, 
and upon the final cafting of 
the polls the four perfons who 
fhall appear tohave the greatett 
number of legal votes, fhall be 
declared and returned duly elect- 
ed for their refpective county. 

3. That the theriff of each 
county, 
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county, or in cafe of ficknet{s, 
his deputy ({ummoning two ju- 
{tices of the county, who are 
required to attend for the pre- 
fervation of the peace) fhali be 
the judges of the election, and 
may adjourn from day to day, 
if neceflary, till the fame be 
finifhed, fo that the whole elec- 
tion fhall be concluded in four 
days; and fhall make his re- 
turn thereof, under his hand, to 
the chancellor of this ftate for 
the time being. 

4. That all perfons, qualifi- 
ed by the charter of the city of 
Annapolis to vote for Burgef- 
fes, fhall, on the fame firit 
Monday of O&ober feventeen 
hundred and feventy-feven, and 
on the fame day in every year for 
ever thereafter, elect viva vace, 
by a majority of votes, two de- 
legates, qualified agreeable tothe 
faid charter; that the mayor, 
recorder, and aldermen of the 
faid city, or anythree of them, 
be judges of the election, ap- 
point the place in the faid city 
for holding the fame, and may 
adjourn from day to day as afore- 
faid, and fhall make return 
thereof as aforefaid ; but the in- 
habitants of the faid city fthall 
not be entitled to vote for dele- 
gates for Anne-Arundel county, 


unlefs they have a frechold of 


fifty acres of land in the coua- 
ty, diftinct from the city. 

5» That all perfons, inhabi 
tants of Baltimore town, and 
having the fame qualifications 
as electors in the county, fhall, 
on the fame firft Monday of Oc- 
tober feventeen hundred and {e- 
venty-feven, and on the fame 
day in every year for ever there- 
after, at fuch place in the faid 
town as the judges fhall appoint, 
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elect wva voce, by a majority of 
votes, two delegates, qualified 
as aforefaid; but if the faid in- 
habitants of the town fhall fu 
decreafe, as that the number of 
perfons having right of fuffrage 
therein fhall have been for the 
{pace of feven years fucceflively 
lefs than one half the number 
of voters in fome one county in 
this itate, fuch town thence- 
forward fha}l ceafe to fend two 
delegates or reprefentatives to 
the houfeof delegates, until the 
faid town fhall have one half 
of the number of voters in fome 
one county in this ftate, 

6. That the commiffioners of 
the faid town, or any three or 
more of them, for the time be- 
ing, fhall be judges of the faid 
election, and may adjourn as 
aforefaid, and fha!ll make return - 
thereof as aforefaid; but the 
inhabitants of the faid town 
fhall not be entitled to vote for, 
or be elected delegates for, Bal- 
timore county, neither fhall the 
inhabitants of Baltimore county, 
out of the limits of Baltimore 
town, be entitled to vote for, 
or be elected delegates for, the 
faid town. 

7. That on refufal, death, 
di:qualification, refignation, or 
removal out of this ttate, of any 
delegate, or on his becoming 
governor, or member of the 
council, a warrant of election 
fhall iflue by the fpeaker, for 
the eleGlion of another in his 
place, of which ten days no- 
tice at leaft, excluding the day 
of natice and the day of election, 
fhall be given. 

8. That not leis than a majo- 
rity of thedelegates, with their 
fpeaker (to be choten by them 
by ballot) conftitute an - 

or 
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for the tranfaétion any? bufi- 
nefs, other than that of adjourn- 
ing. 

g. That the houfe of dele- 
gates fhall judge of the clec- 
tions and qualifications of de- 
legates. 

10. That the houfe of dele- 
gates may originate all money 
bills, propote bills to the tenate 
or receive thofe offered by that 
body, and affent, diffent, or 
propofe amendments ; that they 
may inquire, on the oath of 
witneffes, into all complaints, 
grievances, and offences, as the 
grand inquett of this ftate, and 
may commit any perfon for any 
crime to the public jail, there 
to remain till he be difcharged 
by due courfe of law; they may 
expel any member for a great 
mifdemeanor, but not a fecond 
time for the fame caufe; they 
inay examine and pafs all ac- 
counts of the {ftate, relating 
either to the collection or ex- 
penditure of the revenue, or 
appoint atditors to ftate and 
adjuft the fame; they may call 
for all public or official papers 
and records, and fend for per- 
ions, whom they may judge 
neceflary, in the courfe of their 
inquiries, Concerning affairs re- 
jating to the public intereft, and 
may direct all office bonds 
(which fhall be made payable to 
the ftate) to be fued for any 
breach of duty. 

ir. ‘That the fenate may be 
at full and perfeét liberty to’ ex- 
ercife their judgment in paffing 
Jaws, and that they may not be 
compelled by the houfe of de- 
legates either to rejeét a mone 
hill which the emergency of af- 
fairs may require, or to affent 
to fome other act of Iegiflation, 
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in their confcience and judgment. 
injurious to the public welfare; 
the houfe of delegates fha!l not 
on any occafion, or under any 
pretence, annex to, or blend with 
a money bill, any matter, claufe, 
or thing, not immediately relat- 
ing to, and neceflary for the im- 
poting, affeffing, levving, orap- 
plying the taxes or fupplies, to be 
raifed for the f{upport of govern- 
ment, or the current expences 
of the ftate; and to prevent 
altercation about fuch bills, itis 
declared, that no bill impofing 
duties or cuftoms for the mere 


a of commerce, or in- 


flicting fines for the reformation 
of morals, or to enforce the ex- 
ecution of thelaws, by which an 
incidental revenue may arife, fhall 
be accounted a money bill; but 
every bill affeffing, levying or 
applying taxes or fupplies for the 
fupport of government, or the 
current expences of the ftate, 
or appropriating money in the 
trealury, {hall be deemed a mo- 
ney bill. 

12. Fhat the houfe of dele- 
gates may punifh, by imprifon- 
ment, any perfon who fhall be 
guilty of a contempt in their 
view, by any diforderly or riot- 
ous behaviour, or by threats to 
or abufe of their members, or by 
any obftruction to their proceed- 
ings ; they may alfo punifh, by 
imprifonment, any perfon who 
fhall be guilty of a breach of pri- 
vilege, by arrefting on civil pro- 
cefs, or by aflaulting any of their 
members, during their fitting, or 
on their way to or return from 
the houfe of delegates, or by 
any aflault of, or obftruétion to 
their officers, in the execution of 
any order or procefs, or by af- 
faulting or obitructing any wit- 

nefs, 
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nefs, or any other perfon, at- 
tending on, or on their way to 
or from the houfe, or by ref- 
cuing any perfon committed by 
the houfe; and the fenate may 
exercife the fame power, in fimi- 
lar cafes. 

13. That the treafurers (one 
for the weftern and another for 
‘the eaftern fhore) and the com- 
miffioners of the loan office may 
be appointed by the houfe of de- 
legates during their pleafure, and 
in cafe of refufel, death, refigna- 
tions, difqualification, or remo- 


val, out of the ftate of any of 


the faid commiffioners or trea- 
{urers, in the recefs of the gene- 
ral aflembly, the governor, with 
the advice of the council, may 
appoint and commiffion a fit and 
proper perfon to fuch vacant of- 
fice, to hold the fame until the 
meeting of the next general 
allembly, 

14. ‘Uhat the fenate be chofen 
in the following manner : All per- 
fons, qualified as afoiefaid to vote 
for county delegates, fhall, on 
the firft day of September 1781, 
and on the fame day in every 
fifth *year for ever thereafter, 
ele&t viva voce, by a majority of 
votes. two perfons for their re- 
fpective counties, qualified as a- 
forefaid to be elected county de- 
legates, to be electors of the 
fenate; and the fheriff of each 
county, or in cafe of ficknefs his 
deputy (fummoning two juttices 
of the county who are required 
to attend for the prefervation of 
the peace) fhall hold and be judge 
of the faid election, and make 
return thereof as aforefaid. And 
all perfons qualified as aforefaid 
to vote for delegates for the city 
of Annapolis and Baltimore town, 
fhall on the fame firft Monday 
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of September 1781, ‘and on the 
fame day in every fifth year for 
ever thereafter, elect viva voce, 
by a majority of votes, one per- 
fon for the faid city and town 
re{pectively, qualified as afore- 
faid to be eleéted a delegate for 
the faid city and town refpeive- 
ly ; the faid election to be held in 
the fame manner as the election 
of delegates for the faid city and 
town, the right to eleét the faid 
elector with refpeét to Baltimore 
town to continue as long as the’ 
right to elect delegates for the faid 
town. 

15. That the faid ele&tors of 
the fenate meet at the cityof An- 
napolis, or fuch other place as 
fhall be appointed for convening 
the legiflature, on the third Mon- 
day in September 4781, and on 
the fame day in every fifth year 
for ever thereafter, and they, or 
any twenty-four of them fo met, 
{hall proceed to cleét, by ballot, 
either outof their own body, or 
the people at large, fitteen fena- 
tors (nine of whom to be refi- 
dents on the weftern, and fix to 
be refidentson the eaftern fhore) 
men of the moft wifdom, expe- 
rience and virtue, above twenty- 
five years of age, refidents of the 
itate above three whole years 
next preceding the election, and 
having realand perfonal property 
above the vaiue of one thoufand 
pounds current money. 

16, What the fenators fhall be 
balloted for at one and the#fame 
time, and out of the gentlemen 
refidents of the weftern fhore, 
whe fhail be propofed as fenators, 
the nine who thall, on ftriking 
the ballots, appear to have the 
greateft numbers in their favour, 
{hall be accordingly declared and 
returned duty elected; and “ 
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of the gentlemen, refidents of 
the ecaftern fhore, who fhall be 
propofed as fenators, the fix who 
fha!l, on ftriking the ballots, ap- 
pear tohave thegreateft numbers 
wm their favour, fha'i be accord- 
ingiy declared and returned duly 
elected ; andif two or more, on 
the fame fhore, fhall have an 
equal number of ballots in their 
favour, by which the choice fhall 
not be dete:mined on the firft 
bailot, then the eleétors fhall 
again ballot before they feparate, 
in which they fhall be confined 
to the perfons who on the firft 
ballot fhall have had an equal 
number; and they who fhall 
have the greateft number in their 
favour on the fecond ballot, fhall 
be accordingly declared and re- 
turned duly elected; and if the 
whole number fhould not thus be 
made up, becaufe of an equal 
number on the fecond ballot ftill 
being in favour of two or more 
rfons, then the election {hall 
determined by lot, between 
thofe who have cqual numbers ;. 
which proceedings of the elec- 
tors fhall be certified under their 
hands, and returned to the chan- 
cellor for the time being, 

17. Thatthe electors of fena- 
tors fha!l judge of the qualifica- 
tions ani elections of members 
of theirbody, and ona contefted 
eleGtion fhai! admit to a feat, as 
an elector, {uch qualified perfon 
as fhall appear to them to have 
the greateft number of legal votes 
in his favour. 

18. ‘That the electors imme- 
diately on their meeting, and be- 
fore they proceed to the election 
of fenators, take fuch oath of 
fupport and fidelity to this ftate, 
as this convention or the legifla- 


ture fhall dire&t, and alfo an oath 
*¢ to elect, without favour, af- 
fection, partiality, or prejudice, 
fuch perfons for fenators as they, 
in their judgment and confci- 
ence, believe beft qualified for 
the office,” 

19. That in cafe of refufal, 
death, refignation, difqualifica- 
tion, or removal out of this {tate, 
of any fenator, or on his be- 
coming governor, or a member 
of the council, the fenate thall 
immediately thereupon, or at 
their next mecting thereafter, 
elect by ballot, in the fame man- 
ner as the electors aire above di- 
rected tu chufe fenators, another 
perfon in his place, for the refi- 
due of the faid term of five 
years. 

20. That not lefs than a majo- 
rity of the fenate, with their pre- 
fident (to be chofen by them by 
ballot) fhall conftitute an houfe 
for the tranfacting any bufinefs, 
other than that of adjourning. | 

21. That the fenate thall judge 
of the elections and qualification 
of fenators, 

22. That the fenate may ori- 
ginate any other, except money 
bills, to which their affent or 
diflent only fhall be given, and 
may receive any other bills from 
the houfe of delegates, and affent, 
diffent or propofe amendimeuts. 

23. That the general aflembly 
meet annually, on the firft Mon- 
day of November, and if necef- 
fary oftener. 

24. Uhat eachhoufe fhall ap- 
point its own officers, and fettle 
its own rules of proceeding 

25. That a perfon of wifdom, 
experience and virtue, fhall be 
chofen governor, on the fecond 
Monday of November, 1777 

an 
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and on the fecond Monday in 
every year for ever thereafter, 
by the joint ballot of both houfes, 
to be be taken in each houfe re- 
fpectively, depofited in a confe- 
rence room ; the boxes to be ex- 
amined by a joint committee of 
both houfes, and the numbers 
feverally reported, that the ap- 
pointment may be entered; 
which mode of taking the joint 
ballot of both houfes fhall be 
adopted in all cafes. But if two 
or more fhall have an equal num- 
ber of ballots in their favour, by 
which the choice fhall not be de- 
termined on the firft ballot, then 
a fecond ballot fhall be taken, 
which fhall be confined to the 
perfons who on the firft ballotihall 
have had an equal number; and 
if the ballots fhould again be equal 
between two or more perfons, 
then the election of the governor 


fhall be determined by lot, be- 


tween thofe who have equal num- ' 


bers; and if the perfon chofen 
governor fhall die, refign, re- 
move out of the ftate, or refufe 
to aét (fitting the general aflem- 
bly) the fenate and houfe of de- 
legatés fhall immediately there- 
upon proceed to a new choice 
in manner aforefaid. 

26. ‘That the fenator and de- 
ik on the fecond Tuefday 
of November, 1777, and annu- 
ally on the fecond: Tuefday of 
November for ever thereafter, 
elect by joint ballot, in the fame 
manner as fenators are directed to 
be chofen, five of the molt fen- 
fible, difcreet, and experienced 
men, above twenty-five years 
of age, xefidents in the ftate 
above three years next preced- 
ing the election, and having there- 
in a freehold of lands and tene- 
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ments, above the value of one 
thoufand pounds current money, 
to be the council to the gover- 
nor, whofe proceedings {hall be 
always entered on record, to any 
part whereof any member may 
enter his diffent, and their advices 
if fo required by the governor, or 
any member of the council, fhall be 
given in writing, and figned by 
the members giving the faine re- 
{peCtively ; which proceedings of 
the conncil fhall be laid before 
the fenate, or houfe of delegates, 
when called for by them, or ei- 
ther of them, ‘lhe council may 
appoint their own clerk, who 
fhall take fuch oath of fupport 
and fidelity to this ftate as this 
convention or the legiflature fhall 
direct, and of fecrecy, in fuch 
matters as he fhall be directed by 
the board to keep fecret. 

27. [hat thedelegates to con- 
grefs from this {tate fhall be chofen 
annually, or fuperceded in the 
mean time by the joint bal‘ot of 
both houfes of affembly, and that 
there be a rotation in fuch man- 
mer that at leaft twoof the num- 
ber be annually changed, and no 
perfon fhall be capable of being a 
delegate to congrefs for more 
than three in any term of fix 
years; and no perfon who holds 
any Office of profit in the gift of 
congrels fhal! he eligible to fit in 
congrefs, but if appointed to any 
fuch office his feat {hall be thereby 
vacated: ‘hatnoperfon, unlefs 
above twenty years of acc, and 
arefident in the ftate more than 
five years next preceding the 
ele€tion, and having real and per- 
fonal eftate in this {tate above the 
value of one thoufand pounds 
current money, fhall be eligible 
to lit in congrefs. 


28. That 
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28. That the fenators and de- 
legates, immediately on their 
annual mecting, and before they 
proceed to any bufinefs, and 
every perfon hereafterelected a 
fenator or delegate, before he 
acts as fuch, fhall take an oath 
of fupport and fidelity to this 
{tate as aforefaid; and before 
the election of a governor, or 
members of the council, fhall 
take an oath, ** to eleét with- 
out favour, affection, partiality, 
or prejudice, fuch perfon as go- 
vernor, or member of the coun- 
cil, as they in their judgment 
and conicience believe bett qua- 
lified for the office.” 

2g. That the fenate and de- 
legates may adjourn themielves 
reipectively: but if the two 
houfes fhould not agree on the 
fame time, but adjourn to dif- 
ferent days, then thal] the go- 
vernor appoint and notify one 
of thofe days or fome day be- 
tween, and the aflembly fhall 
then meet and be held accord- 
ingly; and he fhall, if neceflary, 
by advice of the council, call 
them before the time to which 
they fhall in any manner be ad- 
journed, on giving not lefs than 
ten days riotice thereof, but the 
governor fhall not adjourn the 
aflembly otherwife than as afore- 
faid, nor prorogue or diffolve it 
at any time. 

30. That no perfon, unlefs 
above twenty five years ofage, a 
refident in this ftate above five 
years next preceding the elec- 
tion; and having in the ftate 
real and perfonal property above 
the value of five thoujand pounds 
current money, one thouiand 
pounds whereof at leaft to be 
freehold eftate, fhall be eligi- 
ble as governor. 
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31. That the governor fhall 
not Continue in that office long. 
er than three years fucceffively, 
nor be eligible as governor until 
the expiration of four years after 
he fhall have been out of that 
office. 

32. [hat upon the death, re- 
fignation, or removal out of 
this ftate of the governor, the 
firft named of the council, for 
the time being, fhall at as go- 
vernor, and quality in the fame 
manner, and fhall immediately 
call a meeting of the general 
allembly, giving not lefs than 
fourtecn days notice of the meet- 
ing, at which meeting a gover- 
nor fhall be appointed, in man- 
ner aforetaid, for the refidue of 
the year. 

33. That the governor, by 
and with the advice and confent 
of the council, may embody 
the militia, and when embe- 
died fhall alone have the direc- 
tion thereof, and {hall alfo have 
the direction of all the regular 
land and fea forces under the 
laws of this itate, but he fhall 
not command in perfon unlets 
advited thereto by the council, 
and then only fo long as they 
fhall approve thereof, and may 
alone exercife all other the exe- 
cutive powers of government, 
where the concurrence of the 
council is not required, accord- 
ing to the laws of this ftate, and 
grant reprieves or pardons for 
any crime, except in fuch cales 
where the law fhal! otherwife 
dire&t; and may, during the 
receis of the general affembly, 
lay embargoes to prevent the 
departure of any fhipping, or 
the exportation of auy commo- 
dities, for any time not exceed- 
ing thirty days in any one year, 
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fummoning the general aflem- 
‘bly to meet within the time of 
the continuance of fuch embar- 
go, and may allo order and 
compel any veflel to ride qua- 
rantine, if fuch veffel, or the 
port from which fhe may have. 
come, fhall, on {trong grounds, 
be fufpected to be infected with 
the plague; but the governor 
fhall not, under any pretence, 
exercife any power or preroga- 
tive by virtue of any law, fta- 
tute, or cuftom, of England or 
Great-Britain, 

34. That the members of the 
council, or any three or more of 
them, when convened, fhall 
conftitute a board for the tranf- 
acting of bufinefs; that the go- 
vernor® for the. time being fhall 
prefide in the council, and be 
intitled to a vote on all quetti- 
onsin which the council fhall be 
divided in opinion; and in the 
abfence of the governor the firit 
named of the council fhall pre- 
fide, and as fuch fhall alfo vote 
in all cafes where the other 
members difagree in their opi- 
nion. 

35- Thatin cafe of refufal, 
death, refignation, difqualifica- 
- Won, or removal out of the 

ate, by any perfon chofen a 
member of the council, the 
members thereof, immediately 
thereupon, or at their next meet- 
ing thereafter, fhall elect, by 
ballot, another perfon qualified 
as aforefaid, in his place, for the 
refidue of the year. 

36. That the council fhall 
have power to make the great 
feal of this ftate, which {hall 
be kept by thechancellor for the 
time being, and affixed to all 
laws, commiffions, grants, and 
ether public teftimonials, as has 





been heretofore practifed in this 
ftate. 

37. That no fenator, dele- 
gateof aflembly, or member of 
the council, if he fhall qualify 
as fuch, fhall hold or execute 
any office of profit, or receive 
the profits of any office exer- 
cifed by any other perfon, dur- 
ing the time for which he fhall 
be elected; nor fhall any gover- 
nor be capable of holding any 
other office of profit in this {tate 
while he acts as fuch, and no 
perfon holding a place of profit, 
or receiving any part of the pro- 
fits thereof, or receiving the pro- 
fits or any part of the profits 
arifing on any agency for the 
fupply of cloathing or provifi- 
ons for the army or navy, or 
holding any office under the 
United States, or any of them, 
or a minifter or preacher of the 
gofpel of any denomination, or 
any perfonemployed in the re- 
gular land fervice, or marine, 
of this or the United States, 
fhall have a feat in the general 
affembly or the council of this 
{tate. 

38. That every governor, fe- 
nator, delegate to congrefs or 
allembly, and member of the 
council, before he acts as fuch, 
fhai! take an oath, ** ‘That he 
will not receive, directly or in- 
dire€tly, at any time, any part 
of the profits of any office 
held by any other perfon during 
his a¢ting in his office of gover- 
nor, fenator, delegate to con- 
grels, or aflembly, or member 
of the council, or the profits, 
or any part of the profits arifing 
on any agency, for the fupply 
of cloathing or provifions for the 
army ornavy.” 


3Z 39. That 
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39. That if any fenator, de- 
legate to congrefs or aflembly, 
or member of the council, fhall 
hold orlexecute any office of 
profit, or receive, directly or 
indiretly, atany time, the pro- 
fits, or any part’ ot the profits, 
of any office exercifed by any 
other perfon, during his acting 
as fenator, delegate to congrefs 
or affembly, or member of the 
council, his feat, on conviction 
in acourt of law, by the oath of 
two credible witneffes, fhall be 
void, and he fhall fuffer the pu- 
nifhment for wilful and corrupt 
perjury, or be banifhed this ffate 
for ever, or difqualified for ever 
from holding any office or place 
of truft or profit, as the court 
may judge. 

4o. That the chancellor, all 
jadges, the jattorney-general, 
clerks of the general court, the 
clerks of the county courts, the 
regifters of the land office, and 
the regifters of wills, fhall hold 
their commiffions during good 
behaviour, removable only for 
mifbehaviour, on conviction in 
a court of law.. 

41. That there be a regifter 
of wills appointed for each coun- 
ty, who fhall be commiffioned 
by the governor, on the joint 
recommendation of the fenate 
and houle of delegates, and that 
upon the death, refignation, 
difqualification, or removal out 
of the county, by any regifter 
of willsin the recefs of the ge- 
neral aflembly, the governor, 
with the advice of the council, 
may appoint and commiffion a 
fit and proper perfon to fuch va- 
cant office, to hold the fame 
until the meeting of the general 
aflembly. 
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- 42. That fheriffs fhall be e-. 
lected in each county, by ballot, 
every third year, that is to fay, 
two perfons for the office of 
fheriff for each county, the’one ~ 
of whom having the majority of 
votes, or if both have an equal 
number, either of them, at the 
difcretion of the governor, to 
be commiffioned by the governor 
for the faid office, and having 
ferved for three years, fuch per- 
fon fhall be ineligible for the 
four years next fucceeding, bond 
with fecurity to be taken every 
ear as ufual, and no. fheriff 
all be qualified to aét before 
the fame is given. In cafe of 
death, refufal, refignation, dif- 
qualification, or removal out of 
the county, before the expira- 
tion of the three years, the other 
perfon, chofen as aforefaid, fhall 
be commiffioned by the gover- 
nor to execute the faid office for 
the refidue of the faid three years, 
the faid perfon giving bond with 
fecurity as aforefaid, and in cafe 
of his death, refufal, refigna- 
tion, difqualification, or remo- 
val outof the county, beforethe 
expiration of the faid three 
years, the governor, with the 
advice of the council, may no- 
minate and commiffion a fit and 
proper perfon to execute the faid 
office for the refidue of the faid 
three years, the faid perfon giv- 
ing bond and fecurity as afore- 
{aid ; the election fhall be held 
at the fame time and place ap- 
pointed for theelection of dele- 
gates, and the juftices there fum- 
moned to attend for the pre- 
fervation of the peace fhiall be 
judges thereof, and of the qu2- 
lihcation of candidates, who 
fhall appoint a clerk.to take oC 
a ~ 
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ballots: all freemen above the 
age of twenty one years, having 
a frechold of fifty acres of land 
in the county in which they offer 
to ballot, and refiding therein, 
and all freemen above the age of 
twenty .one years, and having 
property in the ftate above the 
value of thirty pounds current 
_ money, and having refided in the 
county in which they offer to 
ballot, one whole year next pre- 
ceding the election, fhall have a 
right of fuffrage; no perfon to 
be eligible to the office of theriff 
for a county, but an inhabitant 
of the faid county, above the age 
of twenty one years, and having 
real and perfonal property in the 
{tate above the value of one thou- 
fand pounds current money : the 
juftices aforefaid fhall examine 
the ballots, and the two candi- 
dates properly qualified, having 
in each county the majority of 
legal ballots, fhall be declared 
duly elected for the office of 
fherift for fuch county, and re- 
turned to the governor and coun- 
cil, with a certificate of the 
number of ballots for each of 
them. 

43. That every perfon who 
fhall offer to vote for delegates, 
‘or for the election of the fenate, 
or for the fheriff, {hall (if requir- 
ed by any three perfons qualified 
to vate) before he be admitted 
to poll, take fuch oath or affir- 
mation of fupport and fidelity to 
this ftate, as this convention or 
the legiflature fhall direct. 

44. [hat a juttice of the peace 
may be eligible as a fenator, de- 
legate, or member of the coun- 
cil, and may continue to act as 
ajuftice of the peace, 

45- That no-field officer of 


the militia be eligible as a fena- 
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tor, delegate, or member of the 
council. 

46. That all civil offcers here- 
after to be appointed for the fe- 
veral counties of this ftate, thall 
have been refidents of the coun 
refpectively for which they fhall 
be appointed} fix months next 
before their appointment, and 
fhall continue refidents of their 
county relpeeryets during their 
continuance in office 

47. Uhat the judges of the ge- 
neral court, and juftices of the 
county courts n.cy appoint the 
clerks of their refpective courts, 
and in cafe of the refpective 
courts, and in cafe of refufal, 
death, refignation, difqualifica- 
tion, or removal out of the ftate, 


or from their refpective fhores, - 


of the clerks of the generalcourt, 
or either of them, in the vaca- 
tion of the faid court; and im 
cafe of the refufal, death, refig- 
nation, difqualification, or remo- 
val out of the county of any of 
the faid county clerks in the va- 
cation of the county court of 
which he is clerk, the governor 
with the advice of the council 
“a appoint and commiffion a fit 
and proper perfon to fuch va- 
cant office refpedtively, to hold 
the fame until the meeting of the 
next general court, or county 
court, as the cafe may be. 

48. That the governor for the 
time being, with the advice and 
confent of the council, may ap- 
point the chancellor, and_all 
judges and juftices, the attor- 
ney-general, naval officers, of- 
ficers in the regular Jand and fea 


fervice, officers of the: militia,. 


regifters of the land office, fus- 
veyors, and all other civil officers 
of government (afleflors, con- 
ftables and overfeers of the roads 

only 
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Only excepted) and may alfo fuf- 
Pend or remove any civil officer 
who has not a commiffion dur- 
ing good behaviour, and may 
fufpend any militia officer for one 
month, and may alfo fufpend or 
remove any regular officer in 
the land or fea fervice * and the 
governor may remove or fufpend 
any militia officer in purfuance 
of the judgment of a court mar- 
tial. 

49. That all civil officers of 
the appointment of the governor 
anid council, who do not hold 
commiffions during good behavi- 
our, fhall be appointed annually 
in the third week of November, 
but if any of them fhall be re- 
appointed they may continue to 
aét without any new commiffion 
or qualification; and every offi- 
cer, though not re-appointed, 
fhall continue to act until the 
perfon who fhall be appointed 
and commiffioned in his ftead fhall 
be qualified, 

50. That the governor, every 
member of the council, and every 
judge and juftice, before they 
act as fuch, ihall refpectively take 
an oath, * ‘hat he will not, 
cutuas favour, affection, or 
partiality, vote for any perfon 
to office, and that he will vote 
for fuch perfon as in his judgment 
and confcience he believes moft 
fit and beft qualified for the of- 
fice, and that he has not made, 
nor will make, any promife or 
engagement to give his vote or 
intereft in favour of any perfon.”’ 

51. That there be two regifters 
of the land office, one upon the 


. weftern, and one upon the eaf- 


tern fhore; that fhort extracts 
of the grants and certificates of 
the land on the weftern and 
eaftern fhores refpeétively be 


made in feparate books, at the 
public -expence, and depofited in ° 
the offices of the faid regifters in | 
fuch manner as fha!! hereafter be 
provided by the general affembly. 
52. That every chancellor, 
judge, regifter of wills, commif- 
fioner of the loan office, attorney 
general, fheriff, treafurer, naval 
officer, regifter of the land office, 
regifter of the chancery court, 
and every clerk of the common 
law courts, furveyor, and audi- 
tor of the public accounts, be- 
fore he aéts as fuch, fhall take 
an oath ** that he will notdireét- 
ly or indireétly receive any. fee 
or reward for doing his office of 
but what is or 
fhall be allowed by law, nor will 
directly or indirectly receive the 
profits or any part of the profits 
of any office held by any other 
perfon, and that he does nothold 
the fame office in truft or for the 
benefit of any other perfon.”’ 
That if any governor, 
chancellor, judge, regifter of wills, 
attorney general, regifter of the 
land office, regifter of the chan- 
cery court, or any clerk of the 
common law courts, treafurer, 
naval officer, fheriff, furveyor, 
or auditor of public accounts, 
{hall receive directly or indirectly 
at at any time, the profits or 
any part of the profits of any 
office, held by any other perfon, 
during his acting in the office to 
which he is appointed ; his elec- 
tion, appointment, and com- 
miflion, on conviction in acourt 
of law, by oath of two creditable 
witnefles, fhall be void, and he 
fhall fuffer the punifhment for 
wilful and corrupt perjury, or 
be banifhed this ftate for ever, 
or difqualified for ever, from 
holding any office or place of 
truft 


- 
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truft or profit, as the court may 
adjudge. 

54. That if any perfon fhall 
give any bribe, prefent, or re- 
ward, or any promife, or any 
fecurity for the payment or de- 
livery of any money, or any 
other thing, to obtain or procure 
a vote, to be governor, fenator, 


- delegate to Congrefs, or aflem- 


bly, member of the council, or 
judge, or to be appointed to any 
of the faid offices, or to any of- 
fice of proht or truft, nowcrea- 
ted or hereafter to be created in 
this ftate, the perfon giving, and 
the perfon receiving the fame, 
on conviction in a court of law, 
fhall be for ever difqualified to 
hold any office of truit or profit 
in this ftate, 

55- That every perfon appoint- 
ed to any office of profit or truft 
fhall, before he enters on the ex- 
ecution thereof, take the follow- 
ing oath, to wit, ** 1, A. B. do 
fwear, That | do not hold my- 
felf bound in allegiance to the king 
of Great-Britain, and that I will 
be faithful, and bear true allegi- 
ance to the ftate of Maryland,”’ 


and fhall alfo fubfcribe a declara- 


tion of his belief in the cbriftian 
religion. 

56. That there be a court of 
appeals, compofed of perfons of 
integrity and found judgment in 
the law, whofe judgment fhall 
be final and conclulive in all cafes 
of appeal, from the general court, 
court of chancery, and court of 

‘admiralty : hat one perfon of 
integrity and found judgment in 
the law, be appointed chancellor : 
‘That three perfons of integrity 
and found judgment in me law, 
be appointed judges of the court 
now called the provincial court ; 
and that the fame court be here- 


after called and known. by the 
name Of the general court ; which 
court fhail tt on the weflern and 
eaftern fhores for tranfacting and 
determining the bufinefs of the 
re{pective fhores, at fuch times 
and places as the future legifla- 
ture of this ftate fhall direct and 
appoint, 

57. Uhat the ftile of all laws 
run thus, Be it enaded, by the 
general affembly of Maryland: 
Ihat ali public commiffions and 
grants run thus, The flate« 
Maryland, &c. and hall be fien- 
ed by the governor, and attelted 
by the chancellor, with the feal 
of the ftate annexed, except mi- 
litary commiffions, which fhall 
not beattefted by the chancellor, 
or have the feal of the ftate an- 
nexed: That all writs fhall run 
in the fame ftile, and be tefted, 
fealed, and figned as ufual: That 
all indiéments fhall conclude, 
Againf? the peace; government, 
and dignity of the flate. 

58. That all penalties and for- 
feitures, heretofore going to the 
king or proprietary, fhall go the 
{tate, fave only fuch as the ge- 
neral aflembly may aboilith or 
otherwife provide for. 

59. That this form of govern. 
ment, and the declaration of 
riglits, and no part thereof, fhali 
be altered, changed, or abolifh- 
ed, unlefsa bill fo to alter, change, 
or abolifh the fame, fhall pafs the 
general aflembly, and be pub- 
lifhed at !eaft three months be- 
fore a new eleétion, and {hail be 
confirmed by the general affem- 
bly after a new election of dele- 
gates, in the firft feffion after fuch 
new election; provided that no- 
thing in thisform of government 
which relates to the eaftern fhore 
particularly, fhall at any time 

herea'ter 
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hereafter be altered, unlefs for 
the alteration and confirmation 
thereof at leaft two thirds of all 
the members of each branch of 
the general affembly fhall concur. 

60. That every bill pafled by 
the general aflembly, when en- 
grofied, fhall be prefented by the 
ipeaker of the houfe of delegates, 
in the fenate, to the governor 
for thetime being, who fhall tign 
the fame, and thereto affix the 
creat feal, in the prefence of the 
members of both houfes: every 
law fhall be recorded in the ge- 
neral court office of the weftern 
fhore, and in due time printed, 
publifhed, and cestified under the 
great feal, to the feveral county 
courts, in the fame manner as 
hath been heretofore ufed in this 
ftate. 

‘This form of government was 
affented to, and pafled in Con- 
vention of the delegates of the 
freemen of Maryland, begun and 
held at the city of Annapolis, the 
14th of Auguft, anno domini 


1776, 
By order of the Convention, 
MatTTHEW TILGHMAN, 
Prefident. 





Thoughts on the neceffity of War. 
(Tranflated from the German.) 


Ww4 R, with all its horors, 
may not only be a natural 
effe& of the pride, felfifhnefs, 
and reftlefsnefs of mankind, but 
likewife an healing evil, poflef- 
fing the intire properties of a 
medicine, and may not only pre- 
vent the more fatal irruption of 
of wickednefs, but likewife di- 
minifh its courfe, and give, at 
leaftfora time, new health and 


vigour to the conftitution of hu. 
man nature. 

Let us figure to ourfelves the 
preponderating propenfity of 
mankind to vanity and volup- 
tuoufnefs, how prodigioufly thefe 
vices encreafe in times of peace 
and plenty, what a, depraved 
turn of mind men acquire there- 
by, and how quickly thefe mif- 
chiefs pervade all claffes of man- 
kind. Add to this, that an Abbe 
ot. Pierre coyld ditcovera fyftem 
which could prevent all open 
rupture of war, that confes 
quently the world might have 
peace for whole centuries, the 
number of mankind would con- 
tinually increafe, riches would 
accumulate, new difcoveries for 
the conveniency and gratifica- 
tion of man continually arife 
without difpute a moft 





traniporting picture of the world 


if religion and virtue were e- 
qually promoted ; but fince we 
muft take mankind as they are, 
what depravity would the hu- 
man race fink into during fuch 
a peace, how predominant 
would all vice become, how 
tyrannical the pride of the great, 
how inhuman the luxury of the 
rich, how would the general 
turn of mens minds become poi- 
foned, where would the grave 
precepts of virtue find admiffion, 
what would even the Divine 
Being become in the eyes of 
man; if the Lord of Nature, 
who here preferves the air 
from. peftilential putrefaction 
by ftorms and thunders, and 
yonder gives vent to the inter- 
nal vapours of the earth by vol- | 
canoes, did not likewife, by fuch 
plagues as war, fome times in 
the region, fometimes in that, 
prevent the fatal fallies of im- 

morality 
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morality? ‘ The conftitution of 
mankind is thereby as it were 
fhaken; when the paroxifm is 
over it feels its weaknefs, and 
its appetites are’ moderated, 
triumphant levity is iutirely 
brought down, and for a time 
at leaft a more grave manner of 
thinking takes place, a fenfe of 
religion and virtue is again a~ 
wakened, we begin again to 
feek for the unknown God: 
We behold, and we are con- 
vinced, that human power, art 
and cunning, are under a fupe- 
rior direction, and that it isnot 
the politics of the cabinet, nor 
the tacticks of the field, that 
determines the fate of the world; 
luxury lofes its nourifhment, the 
defolation of war occafions new 
induftry, new arts, new bene- 
ficial arts are difcovered; mu)- 
tidudes of men are reduced to 
order and rendered ufeful to the 
ftate, who would othewifle pér- 
haps,have been a burthen to it; 
certain noble {prings of action 
are excited, which the morality 
of the {chools would never have 
made fo general; the greatnefs 
of the object gives the foul a 
dignity and ftability, together 
with an activity, to which the 
more fimple and quiet labour 
of peace do not readily give oc- 
cafion ; the magnificence of war 
prevents the inceflant murders 
and cruelties practifed by fava- 
ges; the more it becomes a {ci- 
ence, the more advantageous 
to human nature. Honour and 
order are its firft laws, know- 
ledge and temperance its prin- 
cipa) properties ; the greatnefs 
of the hero is meaiured by his 
greatnefs of foul, and his hu- 
manity; the ignorant will be 
defpifed with all his- valour; 





mere courage is the virtue of 
the common foldier; unnec- 
ceffary cruelty is counted the 
molt deteftable vice, and the 
plunderer in the field is held in 
fame eftimation with the high - 
way robber. In a continual 
peace the lower clafs of families 
muft continue in an eternal fer- 
vitude, and thofe of the great 
become intollerably tyrannical ; 
here every foul finds occafion of 
encouragement; the occafion 
gives him vigour to exert his 
faculties, he is animated by a 
noble ardour, and perhaps be- 
comes the founder of a new fa- 
mily, which for fome generati- 
ons remains the bleffing and or- 
nament of the times; indolent 
pride is compelled to more be- 


nevolent manners; riches take 


a.néw courfe, and thereby ren- 
der regions fruitful which want 
had till then kept in inactive 
neceffity. “ Men.and characters 
are more compounded ; and the 
diftinétion made by climates and 
forms of government, which by 
an uninterrupted peace would 
make each nation a feparate 
kind of human creatures, are 
loft. Warring nations acquire 
a more intimate knowledge of 
each other ; they beat each other 
and imperceptibly adopt each 
others manners, the roughneis 
of the one is foftened down by 
the levity of the other; by this 
mixing of men, their manners 
and modes of thinking become 
on the whole more fimilar, and 
they more one great family ; the 
arts and fciences are tranfported 
to other places; the facking of 
Conftantinople was the caufe 

of enlightning all Europe. 
You fee I am defcribing the 
benefits of a fever. Still it re- 
mains 
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mains a difeafe, which always 
weakens nature for a time, and 
if it returns too often never per- 
mits her to recover perfecthealth; 
but is nevertherlefs not only an 
effect of continued intemper- 
ance, but at the fame time one 
of thofe beneficial operations of 
nature, defigned by the Crea- 
tor to remove prefent evil, and 
to guard againft its more fatal 
coniequences. 

Tyrants are formed by every 
peoplefor themfelves. Tyranny 
is always a confequence of the 
contempt induced by their ab- 
ject conduct, 








Singular Adventures of a German 
Prince[s, confort of Alexis, the 
unfortunate fon of the Czar 
Peter the Great. By Crita, 


Sir, 

Have juft met with a French 
I paper, containing a ftory fo 
very fingular that I cannot help 
telling it to you, A prince!s of 
the houfe of Brunfwick, aunt 
to the prefent reigning Duke, 
and of the prefentEmpreisQueen, 
was married to the fon of the 
Czar Peter the Great. This 
wretch (who you know was fuch 
a brute that his father at length 
put him to death) treated her fo 
very ill that fhe*determined to 
leave him. Accordingly, having 
engaged four perfons inher con- 
fidence, fhe caufed it to be given 
out that fhe was dead, and made 
her efcape into France in the year 
1715. Fearing to be difcovered 
there, fhe embarked with a co- 
lony going to Louifiana, where 
fre hoped to live concealed, but 
was found out by a ferjeant, 
who had been formerly fentfrom 
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France as a courier to Peterf- 
burgh. ‘To engage him to fe- 
crecy fhe married him, and went 
with him to the ifle of Bourbon. 
In 1752 fhe was obliged to return 
with her hufband into France, 
where fhe was difcovered in the 
‘Thuileries by Martha] Saxe, ’ 
whom fhe prevailed on to keep 
the fecret; and he procured her 
hufband, whofe name was Mal- 
dac, the majority of the ifle of 
Bourbon. Here fhe refided till 
the year 1759, when, havin 
buricd her hufband and child, fhe 
returned to Europe, and landed 
at Corunna, from thence came 
into France, and took a ready- 
furnifhed lodging, and had no 
other attendant but one negro 
woman, She brought bills in her 
hufband’s name upon the French 
Eaft-india company, but, from 
the difficulty of proving her re- 
lation to them, could not get 
them paid. A perfon whom the 
had knownin the ifle of Bourbon, 
and who had always fufpected 
her to be of a fuperior rank, of- 
fered her his afliftance, which fhe 
refufed. About two anonths 
fince fhe difappeared. ‘The:even- 
ing before {he went away, fhe 
had been at a banker’s, and re- 
ceived a bag full of gold. She 
gave her negro her liberty, and 
300 louis d’ors, and furnifhed 
her with means to return to her 
own country. She confeffed to 
the gentleman who had offered 
her his affiftance who fhe was, 
and itis from him that the French 
letter-writer had hisaccount, She 
is about 67 *, and has fo noble 
an 





* The Czarotwitz Alexis was 
married to the confort of Charles 
VI. Emperor of Germany, O¢. 
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an air, that in all the fituations 
in which fhe has appeared, it 





23, 1711.” fays Voltaire ; fo that 
. the above account be true, this 
ady muft at leaft be ten years older 
than here represented, it being now 
64 years fince her marriage. Vol- 
taire adds, ** The princefs, def- 
pifed, ill-treated, wanting even 
neceffaries, and deprived of all 
comfort, pined away in difappoint- 
ment, and died at laft of grief, 
Nov. 1, 1715.” 


was always impoffible to ap- 
proach her without refpeét. She 
is fuppofed to be now at thr 
court of Brunfwick, with he 
nephew the reigning duke, 
This ftory is pofitively affirm- 
ed to be true; I will not vouch 
for its being fo, though | think 
there is a fimplicity in the nar- 
ration, which gives it that ap- 
pearance, At all events it is 
remarkable enough to be amuf- 


ing. 
CRITO, 





POETICAL ESSAYS, 


For NOVEMBER, 1779. 


‘The SEAT of PLEASURE. 


A Cantata. 


In Perfona Paftores quaienties. 


A Shepherd afks--- 


ELI me, ye powder’d beaux and belles, 
a In whom each foft attraction dwells ; 
Where is the place by heav’n defign’d 
For beguty, wit and fenfe refin'd? 

Where throughout earth’s prolific foil, 
Does pleafure fpread her chearing fmile? 
Where do the nymphs delight to, ftray, 
The graces {port, the Cupid’s play! 
Oh! grant a fhepherd’s fond requeft, 
Who longs beneath its fhades to reft. 


AIR. 


’Tis plain; no doubt difturbs my mind, 
And Dover is the place—— 

Where Jove our happinefs defign’d, 
And ttor’d with ev’ry grace. 


Here beauty reigns without controul, | 
And bucks unfetter’d rove ; 


We crown with mirth the fparkling bowl, 


And toaft the joys of love. 
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An Elegy. 
Cards, dice, and wine, our conftant joy, 
Clubs, balls, and all the fair: 
True life unvex’d we e’er enjoy, 
Nor bode an anxious care. 


Here Chloe from her killing glance, 
Hurls love’s relentleis darts ; 
Here Cynthia leads the merry dance, 
And wounds our heedlefs hearts. 
Celia, to add the gay delight, 
Is found with charms to pleafe; 
And Mira wings the heedlefs night 
With jokes and repartees. 


Still pleafure crowns each gay purfuit ; 
Unheeded glides the day ; 

With fongs, or with the merry flute, 
We drive the night away. 


Then-all ye dronifh’ infe&s fly 

To Zembla’s cold inclement fky : 
But pleafure we will here enjoy, 

And tafte the fweets that never cloy ; 
While ye in fome cold hermit’s ceil, 
May with the ghofts unheeded dwell. 





HILAUS. 


a 





at ELEGY. To a young Lady. 
Ut vidi, ut perii, ut me malus abfiulit error. Virgil. 


h re) 
oe ISTEN, Eliza, to my tender ftrain, 
Mn Indulge my rapture, and relieve my pain, 
aii Ife’er thofe lips, diftilling fweeteft balm, 
Were op’d the tend’reft griefs of love to calm ; 
If e’er mild di€tion loos’d the ruby chain, 
And heav’n-born fweetnefs fmil’d with placid mien : 
Deign to indulge a lover’s anxious plea, 
| Whole only happinefs ,depends on thee, 
eile Stranger to love, and its tormenting power, 
i Unvex’d with care, 1 wing’d the heedlefs hour ; 
No irkfome paffion fir’d my giddy foul, 


I i No pulfive throbs e’er bid my bofom roll; 
Or proftrate figh before the haughty fair. 


But when Eliza’s lovely form I faw, 

‘Then firft I trembled with convulfive awe ! 
‘Then ficft I felt the pangs of foft difmay, 

a | And, yielding, own’d Love’s univerfal {way. 


fh | I fcorn’d to drag at Love’s relentlefs car, 
a i ' 
} 


*T was 
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*T was on that facred day, when mortals join, 
To bend before Jehovah’s awful fhrine, 
Eliza came in all thofe charms array’d, 
That Venus once on Ida’s top difplay’d! 
In vain the preacher rear’d his awful voice, 
And offer’d virtue to our pleafing choice; 
In vain he bid the gofpel clarion found, 
In vain he bid the pulpit dome rebound, 
In vain he op’d the embryo fcenes to come: 
His voice was faint, his eloquence was dumb! 
I faw Eliza like a feraph rile, 
And on her beauties turn’d my ravifh’d eyes! 
No common wound transfix’d my penfive breaft, 
No vulgar magic robb’d me of my reft: 
The lightning flufh’d from pure vermilion fkies, 
The fhaft was bolted trom an angel’s eyes! 

Then hear, Eliza, by thofe pow’rs I fwear, 
Whoever guard the conftant and fincere, 
While life remains, unchangeably I’ll be 
Faithful to love, to honour, and to thee, 
And, O Cytherea, regard my prayer, 
Jnitruét me how to gain the beauteous fair ; 
To love each tender mutual thought incline, 
And make Eliza ever, ever mine. 


i, AMATOR, 
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that the efforts and arts of our 
enemies will not be wanting to 
draw us into this humiliating 
and contemptible fituation. Im- 
pelled by malice, and the fug- 
geftions of chagrin and difap- 
pointment, at not being able 
to bend our necks to their yoke, 
they will endeavour to force or 
feduce us to commit this un- 
pardonable fin, inorder to fub- 
ject us to the puniihment due 
to it, and that we may thence- 
forth bea reproach and a by- 
word among the nations. Ap- 
prized of thefe confequences, 
knowing the value of national 
Character, and imprefled with 

due fenfe of the immutable 


laws of juftice and honour, it 
is impoffible that America 
fhould think without horror of 

{uch an execrable deed. 
if then. neither our ability 
nor inclination to difcharge, the 
public debt, are juftly queftion- 
able, let our conduct correfpond 
with this confidence, and let. us 
refcue our credit from the pre- 
fent imputations. Had the at- 
tention of America to..this ob- 
ject been unremitted, had taxes 
been feaionably impofed and 
collected, had proper loans been 
made, had Jaws been paffed and 
executed for. punifhing , thofe 
who malicioufly endeavoured to 
injure. the-,public credit, had 
thefe and, many other things e- 
qually neceflary been done, and 
had our currency, notwithitand- 
ing 
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ing all thefe efforts, declined to 
its prefent degree of deprecia- 
tion, our cafe would indeed 
have been deplorable, But as 
thefe exertions have not been 
made, we may yet experience 
the good effects which natural- 
ly refult from them. | Our for- 
mer negligences therefore fhould 
now animate us with hope, and 
teach us not to defpair of re- 
moving by vigilance and appli- 
cation the evils which fupine- 
nefs and inattention have pro- 
duced. 

It has been already obferved 
that in order to prevent the fur- 
ther natural depreciation of our 
bills we have refolved to ftop 
the prefs, and to call upon you 
for fupplies by loans.and taxes. 
You are in a capacity to afford 
them, and are bound by the 
ftrongett tiesto do it. Leave us 
not therefore without fupplies, 
nor Jet in that floods of evils 
which would follow from fuch 
a neglect. It'would be an event 
moft grateful to our enemies, 
and depend upon it, they will 
redouble their artifices ‘and in- 
duftry to compafs it.’ Be there- 
foré upon your guard, and ex- 
amine well the policy of every 
meafure,-and the evidence of 
every report that maybe pro- 
pofed or mentioned to you, be- 
fore you zdopt the one, or be- 
lieve the other. Recolleé that 
it is the price of the liberty, the 
peace and the: fafety of your- 
felves and pofterity, that now Is 
required ;---that peace, liberty, 


and fafety, for the attainment - 


and fecurity of which you have 


fo often and fo'folemnly declar- . 


ed your readinefs “to” facrifice 
your Jives and fortunes. ‘The 
war, though drawing faft to a 
fuccefsful iflue, ftill rages. Dif- 
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dain to leave the whole bufinef 
of defence to your ally. Be 
mindful that. the brighteft prof- 
pects may be clouded, and that 
prudence bids us be prepared for 
every event. Provide therefore 
for continuing your armies in 
the field, till victory and peace 
{hall lead them home; and avoid 
the reproach of permitting your “ 
currency to depreciate in your 
hands, when by yielding a part 
to taxes and loans, the whole 
might have been appreciated and 
preferved. Humanity as well as 
juftice makes this demand upon 
you, the complaints of ruined 
widows, and the cries of fathers 
lefs children, whofe whole fup- 
port has been placed in your 
hands and melted away, have 
doubtlefs reached you----take 
care they afcend no_ higher, 
Roufe therefore; ftrive who fhall 
do moft for his country; re- 
kindle that flame of’ patriotifm 
which at the mention of dif- 
grace andflaveryblazed through- 
out America, and animated all 
her citizens. Determine to fi- 
nifh the conteft as you beganit, 
honeftly and glorioufly. Let it 
never be faid that America had 
no fooner become independent 
than fhe became infolvent, or 
that her infant glories and grow- 
ing fame were ob{cured an 
tarnifhed by broken contracts 
and violated faith, in the very 
hour when all the nations of 
the earth were admiring and 
almoft adoring the {plendor of 
her rifing. 
By the unanimous order of 

. Congre/s, 

JOHN JAY, Prefident. 
Philad. Sept. 135 1779: 
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